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W O R L D - C L A S S W O R L D - C L A S S 
E D U C A T I O NE D U C A T I O N

EARLY COLLEGE PROGRAM CELEBRATES 10 YEARS

DEMARE WELCOMED AS NEW ATHLETIC DIRECTOR
In August Oxford Community Schools welcomed Tony DeMare as 
our new Athletic Director.  We were fortunate to have 57 applicants 
contend for this role in our district. The level of experience in our 
candidate pool was very impressive. Our process involved three 
rounds of interviews comprised of 19 unique committee members 
that included many diverse members of our staff . 

Previously, Mr. Demare served as the Athletic Director for Bishop 
Foley High School, Westminster Academy, and spent 17 years 
as a coach and Athletic Director at Divine Child High School. 
During his career, he has earned many accomplishments including 
awards such as induction into the Michigan Baseball Coaches Hall 
of Fame in 2014, State of Michigan Coach of the Year, League 
Athletic Director of the Year, League Coach of the Year, and many 
more. Tony has a Bachelor of Arts in English from Wayne State 
University, a Master of Arts in Athletic Administration from Wayne 
State University, and a Master of Arts in Educational Leadership 
from Madonna University.

We are thrilled to have Mr. DeMare as part of the administrative 
team - leading and serving our Wildcats.

This year marks a decade since the Oxford Schools Early 
College (OSEC) program began.  It all started as a way for 
students to earn college credits with Rochester College, 
now Rochester University, while still in high school.  
Currently, OSEC is a full fi ve-year program led by Principal 
Janet Schell and Coordinator Mark Suckley. It has grown 
to partner with fi ve diff erent colleges and universities 
off ering numerous career pathways with the opportunity for students to earn a minimum 
of  60 college credits and even the option to obtain an associate’s degree from those schools. 

Since its inception, OSEC has won awards such as Outstanding Achievement from the Mackinaw 
Center for Public Policy in 2016 and a bronze medal in the U.S. News Best High School rankings 
in 2017.  The program has since had 218 graduates earning more than 10,000 college credits. 
From its humble beginnings, OSEC has grown to an amazing 292 current students. Below is a 
group photo of students in the program taken prior to the pandemic.

“My hope for Oxford Athletics 
is that we will produce 

excellence in the classroom, 
on the playing fields, and 

in society. I believe our 
foundation in Oxford is very 
fertile and the potential to 
achieve is yet untapped. Our 

student-athletes have an 
immeasurable ceiling!”

- Tony Demare
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Two young Wildcats 
delight each day in the 
goodwill, creativity, 
and cheer Oxford bus 
drivers and middle-
schoolers share on their 
daily route past them.  
It all started last year 

BUSES BRING JOY

when Wildcat ECSE preschooler Evan 
Lessnau would ask his mom to go out 
to watch the buses pass his home and 
he would wave.  Soon the drivers began 
waving back and honking for him and 
his little sister.  Then thoughtful OMS 
students on Mr. Wrights’s bus #75  
started singing songs in unison out the 
windows to the eager and excited little 
ones, complete with hand motions.  
Now students on several diff erent buses 
can be heard singing The Alphabet, 
The Wheels on the Bus, Baby Shark, 
and the like as they pass by.  More 
recently, Yard Card 4U signs adorn 
the Lessanau’s front yard to add to the 
fun.  An especially moving part of this 
story is that Evan is speech delayed 
and last spring he would get so excited 
with the bus passing, much to the joyful 
surprise of his mom, he began to use 
his words more and shout to the buses, 
“Hello bus! Bye bus! See you later!” 

Thank you, bus drivers and OMS 
students for being such caring, 
thoughtful leaders!  If you would like 
to join our amazing Transportation 
Department and make a positive impact 
in children’s lives contact our Human 
Resources Department today.
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ALL DISTRICT SECONDARY 
SCHOOLS ACHIEVE COGNIA 

ACCREDITATION

SUPT. THRONE
 TO RETIRE

All secondary schools in the district applied and earned accreditation 
by Cognia™, a nonprofi t organization that provides quality assurance 
for schools, school districts, and education service providers. Cognia, 
formerly AdvancED, nationally recognizes districts that meet rigorous 
standards focused on productive learning environments, equitable 
resource allocation that meets the needs of learners, and eff ective 
leadership. Oxford High School, Oxford Virtual Academy, Oxford 
Bridges High School and Crossroads Day School all underwent the 
rigorous process for accreditation by the Cognia Global Accreditation 
Commission. They are recognized across the nation as schools that 
meet the Cognia Standards of Quality, maintaining a commitment to 
excellence, openness to external review and feedback, and the desire to 
be the best on behalf of the students they serve.

Dr. Mark A. Elgart, president and CEO of Cognia, stated, “Cognia 
Accreditation is a rigorous process that focuses the entire school and its 
community on the primary goal of preparing lifelong learners in engaging 
environments where all students can fl ourish.  Oxford Community Schools 
District is to be commended for demonstrating that it has met high standards, 
is making progress on key indicators that impact student learning.” 

The Freda Quayle Chapter of the National Honor Society held its 
2021 induction of new members virtually this year on October 6 in the 
Performing Arts Center of Oxford High School. The National Honor 
Society (NHS) recognizes outstanding high school students across 
the country who demonstrate excellence in the areas of scholarship, 
leadership, service, and character. Students meeting the criteria are 
invited to submit an application to be considered for membership. This 
year twenty-one  Oxford students were inducted. 

2021 NHS INDUCTION

Masks were removed momentarily for the photo. Photo credit: Christy Wheaton

STUDENTS REDESIGN TWP. WEBSITE

Superintendent Tim Throne 
announced at the October 
12, 2021 school board 
meeting that he will retire 

from Oxford Community Schools after the fi rst of the year 
(2022).  He has served seven years as the superintendent and 
has worked for the District for 21 years. 

Mr. Throne’s retirement announcement spoke of the true 
honor it has been to serve the Oxford Community. He is most 
proud of the District’s collaborative eff ort to build Team O. 
“Since day one, the most important task to which I had to 
attend was building a culture of trust and appreciation not 
only for the welfare of our students and employees but also for 
the community as a whole. It has been very challenging and 
required a great deal of time. While I am extremely pleased 
with the results of this endeavor, I also want to remind all of 
us how fragile the bonds of trust can be. Once they are broken, 
they may take years to mend; in fact, they may never heal. 
Team O — the students, the employees, and the community 
— must remain steadfast in its commitment to, and its love 
for, one another. We must appreciate and listen to those with 
whom we may not agree, for they are all our teammates. We 
must do everything possible to build one another up, not tear 
one another down (particularly behind the guise of social 
media). There are and will always be signifi cant external 
infl uences over which we do not have control. However, every 
day we make a conscious decision to Bring our Best, Become 
our Best, Be kind, and have a Ball for the success of Team O. I 
promise you that if we continue to follow this game plan of the 
4B’s, we will remain humble and compassionate, yet poised 
for greatness!”

Following Supt. Throne’s announcement President Donnelly 
responded to him, “We love you and thank you for your hard 
work and helping this district to be where it is.” The district 
is grateful for Supt. Throne’s leadership, vision, and strategic 
planning to pave a future path of growth for the district, and 
his commitment to building positive community partnerships. 
Educational pathways within the District fl ourished under his 
watch such as Oxford Virtual Academy, Oxford Early College 
Program, Career and Technical Education Programming, 
and our International Baccalaureate programming. He leaves 
the District at the completion of a three-series bond that has 
restored the facilities and grounds to safe, functional, and 
beautiful conditions. Oxford’s bus fl eet is new and the District 
now has one-to-one technology devices for all students.  Earlier 
during the meeting that night, Oxford Community Schools 
received a fl awless audit from Yeo & Yeo CPAs and Business 
Consultants, reporting the district in a very solid and strong 
fi nancial situation. 

Mr. Throne is looking forward to spending more time 
with his family, friends, and possibly pursuing some other 
opportunities. He is especially looking forward to making 
new memories with his three grandchildren, children, and 
his parents who are all out of state, and his mother-in-law. 
Mr. Throne’s humble nature is unparalleled and he will be 
truly missed. The School Board is working with the Michigan 
Leadership Institute in the new superintendent search. 

Oxford Career and Technical 
Education program students were 
given the opportunity to take part in 
the planning phase of redesigning the 
Charter Township of Oxford’s website. 
The desire was to make it more user-
friendly, informative, and aesthetically 
pleasing. Computer Programming 
Teacher Kim Monkevich did a 
fantastic job implementing the plan into reality and on August 9, the site 
was released to the public. OSEC student Annalia Schoenherr (pictured) 
now monitors and makes improvements to the site as needed.

FALL 2021.indd   3FALL 2021.indd   3 11/16/2021   2:13:07 PM11/16/2021   2:13:07 PM



Fours years ago we began the work for 2017 bond 
projects. The work was divided into three series to 
manage the tremendous to-do list.  We are thrilled to say 
it has ALL been completed and has even come in under 
budget, thanks to the low-interest rates the past couple 
of years.  Over the summer, the parking lots at Oxford 
High School, the middle school, Lakeville and Leonard 
Elementary, and the Transportation Department were 
paved and sidewalks replaced. The retaining wall was 
reconstructed outside of Oxford Bridges and Wildcat 
Drive was repaved. The remaining outdoor building 
and parking lot lights were installed and new exterior 
doors were put in across the district.  The OHS baseball 
diamond now has new dugouts and handicapped 
available parking. The buildings and grounds district-
wide are safe, functional and something to be proud of.  
Thank you to our ENTIRE community for investing in 
our school district directly impacting our future leaders- 
our students!

 BOND UPDATE
PREVIOUS NFL PLAYERS / OXFORD 
ALUM LEAD FOOTBALL PROGRAM

The Oxford Football program is proud to be led 
by alumni who not only succeeded in the program 
but also achieved their maximum potential in 
the sport.  After playing football in the National 
Football League (NFL) alumni Zachary Line 
and Eric Ghiaciuc have both come home to pour 
their extensive knowledge of the game and all 
they have learned into our high school football 

players.  Head Coach Line spent seven years in 
the NFL playing for the Minnesota Vikings and 
the New Orleans Saints, collectively.  Off ensive 
Line Coach Eric Ghiaciuc began his career with 
the Cincinnati Bengals in 2005 and played in the 
NFL for fi ve years.  Oxford is thankful to both 
of these athletes for their deep commitment to 
sharing their knowledge, skill, and leadership 
with their younger counterparts.

SUPT. THRONE DONS GREEN 
FOR PAST OHS TEACHER

Superintendent Throne received a special guest  
at the administrative building recently. Eighty-
two year old, retired Oxford High School print 
shop teacher Terry Hallead created a “contract” 
with Supt. Throne this Fall in regards to the U 
of M vs. MSU football game. As a result, Mr. 
Throne, a true blue and gold supporter through 
and through, was brought a special wardrobe 
by Mr. Hallead after the Wolverines lost to the 
Spartans.  Much to his chagrin (and Mr. Hallead’s 
delight) Supt. Throne held up his end of the bargain and changed in to the 
very green attire Terry brought him to wear. Part of the said contract was 
that Supt. Throne needed to be seen in public in the Spartan spirit wear.  
Although his schedule did not allow him to make it too far, Supt. Throne 
and Mr. Hallead did make an appearance in the administration building’s 
conference room where a couple dozen staff  were in a curriculum meeting.  
The delightful interruption certainly brought a lot of smiles, thank you Mr. 
Hallead.  Once a Wildcat, Always a Wildcat!
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FALL 2021.indd   4FALL 2021.indd   4 11/16/2021   2:13:11 PM11/16/2021   2:13:11 PM



GOODBYE,  BELOVED WILDCAT

OXFORD BAND
 GIFTED NEW TRAILER 

PRINCIPAL WOLF EARNS CMU 
ATHLETICS HALL OF FAME

On October 15,  Oxford High School Principal 
Steve Wolf was invited back to his collegiate 
alma mater Central Michigan University (CMU) 
to be inducted into the CMU Athletics Hall of 
Fame.  Mr. Wolf was an outstanding leader on the 
CMU Track and Field team from 2001- 2005 in 
many capacities.  He was the Team’s Captain, he 
led CMU in points to earn three Mid-American 
Conference (MAC) Championships and in 2005 
was named the MAC Most Valuable Player. 
Amongst his many accomplishments throughout 

his career, a few highlights include qualifying for the NCAA Mideast Regional 
Championships in both the long jump and the high jump where he placed 
third in the high jump earning him All-America honors. Still today, Mr. Wolf  
continues to hold the University’s high jump record of 7’5”.   We are proud to 
have Mr. Wolf’s leadership in OCS.

Last December the Oxford band family lost a loved band 
parent and volunteer Donna Hepp unexpectedly. Thanks to 
the donations of her family and friends the band purchased 
a gently used trailer and had it (and the band’s previously 
owned trailer) wrapped with stunning graphics in Mrs. Hepp’s 
honor. The beautiful wraps were designed and installed at a 
great discount by Signarama, a global business owned by a 
local Oxford family.  The trailer 
is already much appreciated as 
the band now has the adequate 
space needed to transport all of 
its equipment to and from games 
and competitions. Donna’s 
dedication and generosity 
of her time and talents will 
not be forgotten.  Her legacy 
will continue to help future 
band students for years ahead. 
Thank you to all who made this 
possible.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR KINDNESS

As we prepared for the 2021-22 school year to 
begin we had high hopes of returning to learn 
in resemblance of pre-pandemic life. However, 
the COVID-19 virus and all that is related to 
mitigating its spread continue to be a part of our 
everyday landscape.  The challenges this year for 
staff  and administrators feel greater than those of 
the previous years with staffi  ng shortages, making 
up for students’ learning loss, supply chain shortages, and the country-wide 
discord over masks and vaccines. We can not thank our community businesses 
and parent-teacher organizations enough for recognizing the added stress our 
team is under and off ering ways to let them know they are appreciated.  From 
cookies to gift cards, to breakfast and lunches, your kindness is so appreciated! 

Did you know there are 21 diff erent Spanish-speaking (Hispanic) countries 
on four continents?  September 15 - October 15 was National Hispanic 
Heritage Month. Spanish Teacher Nora Kroll taught students about some of 
the similarities and diff erences between the cultures of Hispanic countries. 
The students observed and studied the similarities and diff erences in the art 
between Panama and Mexico. In the photos below, you can see examples of 
the two diff erent types of Hispanic art work and the “Mola” patterns Wildcats 
designed to represent the art of the Kuna people of Panama.  

THE GLOBE IS OUR CAMPUS

It is with deep sadness we said goodbye to a beloved 
Wildcat this Fall. On October 9, 2021 Oxford bus 
driver Joyce Butterfi eld passed away at 79 years of 
age from complications due to COVID. 

After retiring with Lake Orion Schools 
Transportation Department with nearly 30 years 
of service, she joined Oxford Community Schools 
in 2005. Joyce spent sixteen years as a part of our 
Oxford team. She dedicated her life to being the fi rst 
smiling face children would see once they left home 
for their school day. She took great care in driving 
them safely to school and looked forward to being 
their last goodbye as they headed home.  Joyce was 
a vibrant and active part of Team O year after year, 
participating in Oxford Gives 
Back, nominating fellow team 
members for awards, and always 
being full of Wildcat spirit.

Joyce lost her dear husband 
Bill in September to the virus 
as well.  Please keep her family 
and loved ones in your thoughts 
and prayers as they grieve this 
devastating loss.
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Special thanks to the skill and generosity of TZR Sports, Christy and Tim Wheaton, and Kylee Ribant for many of the photos used in this edition.Speciial thanks to the skill and generosity of TZR Sports, Christy and TTim WWheaton, and Kylee Ribant for many of the photos used in this eddition.

Smiles abounded this year for Homecoming.   A week 
full of activities and spirit days culminated with a 
parade and a stadium packed with spirited spectators.    
It was refreshing to see many of our time-honored 
traditions return and so many Wildcats able to gather 
together once again. 

Theme:Theme: Big Cities

Varsity Football: Oxford fell to Clarkston 17-20 
in an exciting and competitive game

Powder Puff: Sophomores defeated the 
Freshmen; Seniors defeated the Juniors

Float Awards: 
First Place – Seniors
Second Place – Sophomores
Third Place – Freshmen
Fourth Place – Juniors

Gavinn GGGreeeenn && CCCllaaiiree Sppindler

Homecoming 
2 0 2 1
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IN THE WORDS
OF OUR WILDCATS!

Oxford Community Schools is proud to be 
one of the few  prek- grade 12 International 
Baccalaureate (IB) school districts in  
Michigan. From elementary through high 
school, we are committed to the development 
of our students according to the IB learner 
profi le. In this edition, IB Coordinator Rita 
Flynn  asked Leonard Elementary fourth 
grade students to describe in their own words 
what it means to be KNOWLEDGEABLE: 

“Knowledgeable  means that a person is wise 
at a job, a hobby, or inventing things.  It means 
to have a big brain.  To know something better 
than someone else.”
  Weson Gnyp

“Knowledgeable means that a person is wise at 
a job, a hobby, or inventing things.  It means 
to have a big brain.  To know something better 
than someone else.”

Nicholas Barnhart

“You can teach someone something.”  
Vivian Sianec

“Knowledgeable means to be an expert at a 
topic.”

Lucinda Miranda

“You know something really, really well.”
Audrey McCarthy 

“You know alot about something or someone”
Harper Brown

W W W . O X F O R D S C H O O L S . O R G

STEMI VISIT AIDS IN CAREER READINESS
During the week of September 27, all district fi fth and eighth-grade students were 
introduced to hands-on opportunities to interact with virtual reality, 3D sculpting, playing 
with two diff erent types of robots, and coding, as well as drive cars that function through 
laser echolocation/sonar called LINAR when the Oakland Schools STEMi trailer came to 
visit. The Oakland Schools STEMi is a 1,000-foot wide trailer fi lled with hands-on stations 
and technology to connect students with the various applications of STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, and math) education. Oxford was part of its pilot program for 
Oakland County Schools in June and it was a huge success.  In August, Oxford High 
School ninth-grader Cody Musial was one of two students chosen to be a part of STEMi’s 
offi  cial unveiling at Oakland County Schools. 

Oxford Community Schools Director of Career-Focused 
Education, Lisa Butts stated “this was an eye-opening, 
engaging opportunity for our students to start thinking about 
their future career possibilities. We believe introducing our 
students to as many Career Pathways as possible throughout 
the course of their educational journey will provide students 
exposure to careers that they might not have otherwise known 
were available. This truly is an opportunity to live into our 
IB learner profi les as we discover ‘Who We Are’ and inquire 
about what we are interested in and equally as important, 
what we are not.    As our 5th and 8th-grade students engaged 
in the STEMi, our hope was for our students to have a 
connection to something they like doing, a connection to 

something that they’re good at doing, and 
a connection to something that they can 
be successful in doing. We strategically 
chose these grade levels as they will have 
an opportunity to connect their courses to 
their careers by selecting elective courses 
in middle school and high school.”  

The future is bright for our Wildcats!

T O M O R R O W ’ S T O M O R R O W ’ S 
L E A D E R SL E A D E R S
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OES TOOK ACTION WITH HUMBLE DESIGN
STUDENTS ACHIEVE

TOP PSAT & ACT SCORES

Oxford High School seniors, Martha Wolf, 
and Andrew Haselton were named National 
Merit Semi-Finalists this year.  Th ey had 
to score high enough on their PSAT last 
October, in the midst of COVID, to do 
this. In 2021, only 541 Michigan seniors 
were named semi-fi nalists, and just over 
16,000 in the US. Andrew and Martha are 
now able to apply to move on to be fi nalists 
and potentially win large scholarships from 
universities, corporations, or from National 
Merit themselves. Additionally, Martha Wolfe 
scored a perfect 36 on the ACT. According to 
ACT CEO Janet Godwin, less than one-half of 
1% of all test takers achieve the top score.  In 
2020, of the 1.67 million students in the United 
States that took the ACT, only 5,579 students 
scored a perfect 36. Congratulations, Wildcats!

FILM FEST WINNERSROBOCATS CREATE T-SHIRT SHOOTER

A creative group of Oxford students won 
the Wildwood Film Festival sponsored by 
Orion Neighborhood Television. There 
were 12 fi lms competing and the event was 
held at the GQT Oxford 7 movie theater 
on October 13. Eleventh-grader Charlie 
Fracker wrote, directed, and starred in the 
fi lm. Students involved in the production 
are Zach Call, Keegan Upham, Jake 
Olhieser, Ryan Shick, and Zach Cabanillas. 
This is the fourth fi lm this group has done 
together. We are excited to see what the 
future holds for these young fi lmmakers! 
Check out their winning fi lm at https://
youtu.be/AOZc8Nyo0fM.

Oxford Elementary students took action to make a 
positive diff erence for others this fall! OES partnered 
with an organization called Humble Design who uses 

donated items to furnish homes for families just coming out of homelessness. 
The organization has made a tremendous diff erence in helping families turn their 
houses into warm and welcoming homes. According to the Humble Design’s 
website, statistics show that up to 50% of families return to homelessness within 
a year of securing housing but it drops to less than 1% with Humble Design’s help.

OES students held a furniture drive to help stock the Humble Design warehouse and aid 
the Humble Design mission. Gardner White donated a truck to transport the furniture. 
Students are also working to raise $3,000 to sponsor a family to receive a “Deco Day”  
and raised $1,600 holding a Penny 
War for the U of M vs MSU game. 
The  OES staff  will be volunteering 
for the sponsored family’s Deco 
Day helping to set up furniture, 
make beds, hang art, etc. 

Additional collections the staff  and 
students will be doing in the future 
to serve the Humble Design cause 
include a toy collection in January 
and a household item collection in 
February. Way to make a diff erence 
in the lives of others, Wildcats!

The Oxford High School robotics Team 2137 put their 
skills and knowledge to the test and aimed high in their 
latest innovation.  The students created a robotic t-shirt 
shooter. Not just any t-shirt shooter though, one with 
nine cannons that can all fi re at the same time.  They call 
it SAM short for  “Super Awesome Machine.” It made 
its appearance and was put to work at the home football 
games blasting spirit wear into the crowd.  The students 
are already back to the drawing board to modify SAM so 
they will be able to use it for indoor school events.

GOLF TEAM MAKES BLANKETS FOR HOSPITAL
This Fall, the Oxford Girls Golf team partnered with a non-
profi t organization called “Fleece and Thank-you” for their 
annual benevolence project.  Their mission is to give every 
child in the hospital a fuzzy blanket. The team raised money 
to purchase the fl eece kits at a cost of $25 each and were able 
to make twenty-eight blankets to donate.  To make it even 
sweeter, the fl eece kits were purchased from diff erently-abled 
people who can not traditionally be employed. The girls also 
had to record a message to each blanket recipient which added 
a wonderfully personal touch. The team was so moved by this 
project they already plan to do it again next year.
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I N T R O D U C T I O N 
O F  N E W  S T A F F

2021 NEW STAFF
Oxford Community Schools seeks highly-qualified staff who exemplify our organizational values of trust, integrity, 
commitment, collaboration, honesty, and accountability. Due to the large number of new team members, educational 
backgrounds are not noted for teaching staff in this edition.  Look in the next edition for additional new team members.

SAVANNA DISTEFANO
POSITION:  OHS CTE Teacher

DAVID CAPONI
POSITION:  OHS Social Worker

REBECCA BUSHA
POSITION:  OMS Special Ed. Teacher

NOAH GROVE
POSITION:  OMS Teacher

KARLEE HALE
POSITION:  Clear Lake Special Ed. Teacher

CHRISTINE MERRILL
POSITION:  OHS Biology Teacher

STEPHANIE MARTIN
POSITION:  Nutrition Services

ALLISON MOORE
POSITION:  OVA Onsite Aide

KENDRA KUJAT
POSITION:  OMS Teacher

ALISHA NELSON
POSITION:  Clear Lake Resource Room Teacher

MAXWELL JONES
POSITION:  Leonard/Crossroads Psychologst

NATHAN NICKOLAI
POSITION:  OHS Physics Teacher

KENDALL DON
POSITION:  DA Second Grade Teacher

JOHN HOWELL
POSITION:  OHS Auto Shop Teacher

JANINE MURPHY
POSITION:  Elementary Art Teacher

ARIANA ILONCAI
POSITION:  DA GSRP Teacher

ANTHONY DEMARE
POSITION:  Athletic Director

CARLY KREINER
POSITION:  OVA Onsite Aide

CHRISTINE ELLIS
POSITION:  OHS Family School Liaison

CASEY KOTRBA
POSITION:  OMS Family School Liaison

LAUREN BORDES
POSITION:  Clear Lake Social Worker

MICHELLE BLOWYCKY
POSITION:  Leonard Paraprofessional 

DANIELLE FORNER
POSITION: OELC Teacher

JAIME NOWAK
POSITION:  Clear Lake Paraprofessional

CHRISTINE ALTIZER
POSITION:  OMS Special Ed. Teacher

JESSICA PETE
POSITION:  OVA Teacher

JENNIFER FARLEY
POSITION:  Lakeville Teacher

ASHLEY LLEWELLYN
POSITION:  OELC Teacher

MARY BAK
POSITION:  Lakeville Paraprofessional

NICHOLAS EJAK
POSITION:  OHS Dean of Students

STEPHANIE FORBUSH
POSITION:  OVA Onsite Aide

STEPHEN HAYNES
POSITION:  OHS Auto Assistant

MEGAN DECARDENAS
POSITION:  Lakeville PE Teacher
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ONCE A WILDCAT,
 ALWAYS A WILDCAT.

CATCHING UP WITH AN OXFORD ALUM...

CONNER SUSALLA
POSITION:  OHS Spanish Teacher

VALERIE WECKLE
POSITION:  Clear Lake First Grade Teacher

ALEXA VANDERVOORT
POSITION:  OELC Teacher

STEPHANIE THRONE
POSITION:  OVA Spanish Teacher

RENEE UPHAM
POSITION:  OMS ELA Teacher

CLAUDIA WEST
POSITION:  OELC Teacher

BILLIE VICKERY
POSITION:  OMS Paraprofessional

ERIN TURNER
POSITION:  OELC Teacher

KELLY SENGER
POSITION:  Lakeville Paraprofessional

MICHELLE WHITT
POSITION:  Clear Lake Paraprofessional

JUDY SIEGLE
POSITION:  OHS Paraprofessional

GRACE STURM
POSITION:  OHS Paraprofessional

JANICE RICHARDSON
POSITION:  Lakeville DK Teacher

CORINNE VANDERKAAY
POSITION:  OELC Teacher

MELISSA WHITE
POSITION:  OHS Math Teacher

This edition’s alumni column comes to you from recent 2020 graduate Trey 
Townsend. Trey is currently in his second year of college and can often be 
seen on our campuses fi lming sporting events with TZR Sports. Here is his 
story and advice for our current Wildcats:

“I couldn’t be more thankful to have experienced going to school at Oxford. 
Not only did I meet some of my closest friends, but I had also made many 
great relationships with the teaching staff  as well as coaches. I love coming 
back to sporting events at Oxford because it gives me a chance to talk with 
a lot of my past teachers and or coaches with whom I had built those great 
relationships. You can really tell that the staff  cares for the students and 
that’s what made going there even better.

Right now, I am currently in my second year playing basketball at Oakland 
University. I am studying communications with a minor in Spanish. My 
fi rst year was one that was anything but normal. When I fi rst arrived on 
campus, it was in June of 2020, so everything was still closed down from 
COVID. We couldn’t even get into our gym until near October so we had 
to do everything outside. During the season I played at schools like Xavier, 
Purdue, and Oklahoma State. The most surreal experience for me was 
being able to play at the Breslin Center against Michigan State as well as 
going to Ann Arbor to play UofM. Being from Michigan and being able 
to play against those schools was an amazing experience! We nearly beat 
Michigan, taking them to overtime. Basketball and school do take up a lot of 
my time, so I have learned to make the most of all the free time that I get. Off  
the court, I really enjoy fi lming and editing videos of sporting events. I am 
always looking for events that I can go to and fi lm. Right now my main goal 
is to play basketball professionally, so outside of school, that’s where most of 
my motivation and drive is at the moment. After my basketball career ends 
though, I want to still be involved in the sports world somehow whether that 
be sports broadcasting or a producer for a team’s digital media team. I just 
want to be around sports.

If I had to give any advice to the 
future Wildcats I would have to say 
don’t be afraid to step out of your 
comfort zone and try something new. 
It’s the worst feeling in the world, 
always thinking about things with 
a “what if I had done this” mindset. 
Just get out there and do it! Lastly, 
just enjoy every second of growing 
up and going through Oxford. This is 
where I met my closest friends to this 
day and I am forever thankful to have 
met them there. I know you probably 
hear it alot but time really does fl y by 
and it feels like yesterday that I was 
just starting ninth grade at Oxford. 
It’s going to fl y by!”

ATTN. SCHOOL EMPLOYEES
Are you a Meemic Foundation Club Member yet?  It’s Free! All school employees can 
register to join The Meemic Foundation Club for a fun and easy way to win BIG each 
month.  Simply go to MeemicFoundation.org to register and learn more about great 
Meemic opportunities.  Meemic opportunities are also listed on our district website at 
www.oxfordschools.org under the “For Staff ” tab.

KYLIE STOKES
POSITION:  OMS Paraprofessional
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BOARD OF EDUCATION

The Wildcat Review is published for residents and families of the Oxford Community Schools District. 
All residents receive this publication because of their support for the district through tax payments. 

Creator, Danielle Stublensky  -  danielle.stublensky@oxfordschools.org
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ADMINISTRATION
Tim Throne Superintendent
Ken Weaver Deputy Superintendent of  

 Curriculum & Instruction 
Sam Barna Assistant Superintendent   

 of Business & Operations
David Pass  Assistant Superintendent   

                                      of Human Resources
Anita Qonja-Collins              Assistant Superintendent                                                                           

 of Elementary Education 
Jill Lemond Assistant Superintendent  

                                          of Student Services

Tom Donnelly  Jr.                President
Chad Griffi  th                       Vice-President
Korey Bailey Treasurer
Heather Shafer                     Secretary
Dan D’Alessandro               Trustee
Erick Foster                         Trustee
Mary Hanser                        Trustee 

stay local with stay local with oxford bankoxford bank
Addison-Oaks  •  Clarkston  •  Davison  •  Dryden

Lake Orion  •  Ortonville  •  Oxford  •  Rochester Hills

oxfordbank.com  •  Get the Oxford Bank Mobile App  •  (248) 628-2533

Lobby Hours
Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Extended ITM Drive Thru Hours
Monday - Friday: 7 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Saturday: 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.
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